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Make a Difference!

Here's What YOU Can Do

to Help Protect Georgia’s Coastal Treasures
L

While Boating

6 Keep it friendly. Waves destroy
shorelines and increase erosion. For
environmentally friendly boating,
observe posted speeds and “no-
wake” signs.

6 Secure loose items. Don’t let items
blow overboard and add to marine
debris.

6 Watch out for/leaks. Be vigilant
about oil leaks from boat engines.
Not only are leaking engines
harmful, but.it’s also-illegal-to leave a
slick on the water.

4 Mop up. Use environmentally
friendly cleaning products and don’t
clean up by tossing debris out to sea.
Trash, chemicals, plastic bags, and
fishing lines can pollute or strangle
vulnerable marine life.

In the Community

4 Share your knowledge. Spread the
word about America’s estuaries.
Share what you know about
protecting them ~ with our families,
students, commuhnity leaders, and
others.

¢ Take action! Organizea stream or
beach cleanup.

6 Encourage your local newspaper to
write a story, or ask an expert to
speak at'your local school or.
community organization.

4 Scoop-the poop! Pick up your pet’s
waste and dispose of properly.

4 Watch out for contamination.
Support periodic testing to make sure
that pesticides aren’t contaminating
golf course waters, adjacent creeks,
and groundwater.

Make a Difference!

Here’s What YOU Can Do

to Help Protect Georgia's Coastal Treasures
|

At the Waterfront

¢ Protect waterside trees and shrubs.
Forests and sea oats are a protective
gift along the water’s edge and should
not be cut, pruned or altered in any
way.

¢ Plant buffer strips. Restore riverside
grasses, shrubs, and trees to filter
pollutants, sediments, and excess
nutrients from ground and surface
water.

¢ Avoid erosion. Place mulch over
disturbed soil in heavily used areas.

¢ Pave less. Hard surfaces hasten run-off
and erosion.

6 Curb run-off. When storm water is a
problem, create a path or ledge to
both capture run-off and filter
pollutants through sand.

When Fishing

4 The most fun part of fishing is catching.
Help make sure there will be fish in
your future to catch. Keep only fish
that you will eat; release the rest.

s Take pictures of trophy fish and release
them properly instead of mounting
them.

¢ Practice ethical fishing-methods by
learning how, to properly catch and
release.

4 Fish only species that are not of
concern, threatened, or endangered.

sKnow the size limits, bag limits, and
seasons of the fish you-are catching.

4Be a smart shopper, choose your
seafood responsibly.

¢ Protect wildlife by disposing of fishing
lines and nets properly, not in or near
the water.

¢Eliminate poisons. When fishing, use
non-toxic alternatives to lead sinkers
and jigs.
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clean. When you leav
park, your trash shou
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