Exhibit 9: Areas of Special Concern
with Setbacks and Buffers
Exhibit 9 layers U.5. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
maps of critical habitar and species of concern with
federal, state, and county threatened and {:ndangu‘:r-
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mation conducted by the Ashley Creek Wildlife
Preserve. This map was used to determine if species
of concern and their crincal habitats exist on the
subject tract. Since the project site is located near
a freshwater stream and a large system of bottom-
lands, essenual habitat is available for potental
threatened and endangered species. A threatened
and endangered species survey was  conducted
for Ashley Creek Preserve and the immediate areas.
GPS was used to locate and map the species and
their habitat in the field, This informanon was then
S imported to GIS where it was viewed and manipulated
to determine the amount of space required to sustain
these species once the Tupelo Tract is developed.

Bufters are applied in varying wadths to essential
habitat including stream and wetlands depending
on the habitat requirements of certain species. The
state mandates a 50" buffer for streams that support
or could support trout and 257 for other streams,
lakes, and marshlands. In additon to these buffers,
=M there are species of concern that require buffers of
- --:‘:‘t"‘  varous widihs for adequate protection. The Ashley
-'}%..”-1 Creek was subject to a 507 buffer due to the presence
of protected fish downstream: the Bald Cypress
Swamp requires a 25" buffer along its boundaries.
JIn addinon, there were several species of concern
{ in the area that require buffers, including a Bald Eagle
(1/4 mile}. Gopher Tortoises (1007, and Hooded
Pitcher Plants (25%. These buffered areas and the
Jresources wathain them are considered pamary and
ol secondary conservation areas. These areas can be
beneficial to a development as they form a large
continuous  green space available for recreational
uses such as hiking and nature-watching,
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Site Fingerprinting Utilizing GIS/GPS Technology

Green Growth Guidelines




